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PROPHECY. 


“  Wo  to  the  land  shadowing  with  wings,  which  is  beyond  the  rivers  of  Ethi¬ 
opia  :  That  sendeth  ambassadors  by  the  sea,  even  in  vessels  of  bulrushes  upon 
the  waters,  saying ,  Go,  ye  swift  messengers,  to  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled, 
to  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto  ;  a  nation  meted  out  and 
trodden  down,  -whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled!  All  ye  inhabitants  of  the 
world,  and  dwellers  on  the  earth,  see  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the 
mountains  ;  and  when  he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  ye.  For  so  the  Lord  said 
unto  me,  I  will  take  my  rest,  and  I  will  consider  in  my  dwelling-place  like  a 
clear  heat  upon  herbs,  and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in  the  heat  of  harvest.  For 
afore  the  harvest,  when  the  bud  is  perfect,  and  the  sour  grape  is  ripening  in  the 
flower,  he  shall  both  cut  otf  the  sprigs  with  pruning-hooks,  and  take  away  and 
cut  down  the  branches.  They  shall  be  left  together  unto  the  fowls  of  the  moun¬ 
tains,  and  to  the  beast  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  fowls  shall  summer  upon  them, 
and  all  the  beasts  of  the  earth  shall  winter  upon  them.  In  that  time  shall  the 
present  be  brought  unto  the  Lord  of  hosts  of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled,  and 
from  a  people  terrible  from  their  beginning  hitherto  ;  a  nation  meted  out  and 
trodden  under  foot,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,  to  the  place  of  the 
name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  mount  Zion.” — Isaiah,  xvih. 

Among  the  most  interesting  themes  of  Biblical 
study,  are  the  predictions  of  the  prophets.  They 
are  usually  expressed  in  the  most  beautiful  and  at¬ 
tractive  imagery,  and  are  so  comprehensive  that  a 
sentence,  or  very  short  paragraph  will,  at  one  view, 
spread  out  before  the  mind  all  that  is  important  in 
tne  history  and  destiny  of  an  entire  nation  or  era. 
Many  of  these  prophecies  are  not  fully  understood 
until  the  predicted  events  transpire  ;  so  that  Chris¬ 
tian  minds,  until  the  things  foretold  occur,  receive 
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the  prophecies  of  future  events,  as  they  do  all  other 
expressions  of  the  Divine  purposes,  “  by  faith  and 
not  by  sight.” 

These  prophecies  are  evidently  recorded  for  our 
instruction,  and  it  therefore  becomes  our  duty  to 
study  them  prayerfully  in  the  light  of  history  and 
passing  events. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  and  one  which  demon¬ 
strates  the  utter  depravity  of  human  nature,  that  the 
prophets,  who  have  been  the  most  hated  and  ill- 
treated  by  their  fellow-men,  were  those  who  had  a 
prophecy  to  pronounce  against  the  iniquities  and  op¬ 
pressions  of  their  times.  Human  nature  loves  to 
hear  the  deceitful  voice  of  flattery,  when  she  adulates 
our  riches,  honor  and  virtues  ;  but  has  no  patience 
to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  truthful  prophet,  who 
speaks  of  our  poverty,  vices  or  dishonorable  conduct. 
And  yet  such  prophets  are  the  truest  and  bravest 
friends  of  their  fellow-men.  Because,  while  the  flat¬ 
terer  gains  for  the  time-being  the  good  opinion  of 
those  whom  he  flatters,  the  mission  of  the  true  prophet 
often  imperils  even  the  very  life  of  the  prophet,  and 
hence  a  brave  heart  is  a  pre-requisite  on  the  part  of 
him  who  would  pronounce  a  prophecy  of  evil  against 
the  sins  of  his  age.  Most  of  the  predictions  of  Isaiah 
are  of  this  character,  among  which  is  that  contained 
in  our  text. 

History  records  that  Isaiah  was  sawn  asunder  by 
those  to  whom  he  was  sent ;  because  he  fearlessly 
denounced  the  woes  of  Divine  wrath  upon  those  who 
transgressed  the  law  of  God. 

The  unusual,  if  not  novel,  interpretation  which  it 
is  our  purpose  to  give  to  this  prophecy,  I  hope  will 
not  deter  any  one  from  giving,  what  we  have  to  say 
on  the  subject,  a  candid  and  impartial  hearing. 
There  is  a  great  diversity  of  opinion  among  com¬ 
mentators  as  to  the  sense,  design  and  application  of 
this  prediction. 


The  Fulfillment  of  Prophecy. 
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Home,  in  his  celebrated  “  Introduction  to  the 
Study  of  the  Bible,”  gives  the  following  very  un¬ 
satisfactory  account  of  this  prophecy : 

“  This  discourse  contains  one  of  the  most  obscure 
prophecies  in  the  whole  book  of  Isaiah.  Vitringa 
considers  it  as  directed  against  the  Assyrians.  Bishop 
Lowth  refers  it  to  the  Egyptians,  and  Rosenmuller 
and  others  to  the  Ethiopians.”  (Introd.  page  267, 
Yol.  2.)  Dr.  Clarke*  is  equally  oblivious  as  to  its 
signification.  He  says  :  “  This  is  one  of  the  most  ob¬ 
scure  prophecies  in  the  whole  book  of  Isaiah.  The  sub¬ 
ject  of  it,  the  end  and  design  of  it,  the  people  to  whom 
it  was  addressed,  the  history  to  which  it  belongs,  the 
person  who  sent  the  messengers,  and  the  nation  to 
whom  the  messengers  were  sent,  are  all  obscure  and 
doubtful.” 

After  these  masters  in  Israel  have  thus  distinctly 
avowed  their  inability  to  give  a  definite  exposition 
of  this  prophecy,  it  would  be  presumption  in  us  to 
claim  to  have  found  the  key  to  its  signification  and 
design.  But  our  position  is  only  seemingly  presump- 
tious,  for  we  neither  claim  originality  nor  absolute 
certainty  of  correctness  for  our  exposition  of  this 
prophecy.  All  we  claim  is,  that  the  points  we  shall 
present  are  remarkably  coincidental,  and  hence  give 
to  our  exposition  great  probability  of  correctness. 

We  disclaim  originality,  for  the  reason  that  the 
construction  we  put  upon  this  chapter  was  first  sug¬ 
gested  by  our  Sabbath  School  teacher  in  our  boyhood 
days  ;  and  years  of  reading  and  study  of  the  Divine 
Word  have  not  changed,  but  rather  strengthened  the 
impressions  thus  early  made.  We  are  now  prepared 
to  inquire — 

I.  To  WHAT  COUNTRY  DOES  THE  PROPHET  ADDRESS 
HIMSELF  ? 

All  the  light  the  prophet  affords  us  on  this  subject, 
is  stated  in  these  words  : 


*  Quoting  the  language  of  Bishop  Lowth. 
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“  Woe  to  the  land  shadowing  with  wings,  which  is  beyond  the 
rivers  of  Ethiopia.” 

Ethiopia  proper  was  southwest  of  Palestine,  the 
country  of  the  prophet ;  and,  in  ancient  geography, 
occupied  all  that  part  of  Africa  situated  between 
what  is  now  known  as  the  mountains  of  the  moon 
and  Cape  Colony,  and  was  separated  from  the  conti¬ 
nent  of  America  by  the  Atlantic  Ocean.  Now,  stand¬ 
ing  where  the  prophet  stood  when  he  uttered  this 
prophecy,  the  only  land  which  could  lie  beyond  Ethi¬ 
opia,  was  the  western  hemisphere,  or  the  continent 
of  America.  From  this  geographical  view  of  the 
subject,  it  is  quite  probable  that  the  prophet  in¬ 
tended  America  as  “  the  land  beyond  the  rivers  of 
Ethiopia.”  [See  Appendix.  Note  A.] 

Again,  this  probability  is  strengthened  by  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  fact,  that  the  prophet  gives  distinct¬ 
ly  the  proper  names  of  all  other  countries  against 
which  he  utters  his  predictions,  excepting  the  land 
referred  to  in  the  text.  Now,  under  the  supposition 
that  the  prophet  intended  America,  how  could  he 
give  it  a  proper  name,  seeing  it  was  not,  as  yet,  dis¬ 
covered,  and  consequently  had  no  name  in  ancient 
geography  ? 

Again,  the  probability  that  the  prophet  refers  to 
this  hemisphere,  is  rendered  still  more  clear  from  the 
emblematical  language  by  which  he  more  particular¬ 
ly  designates  “  the  land  beyond  Ethiopia — the  land 
shadoiving  with  wings.”  Commentators  are  agreed 
that  one  of  the  many  senses  in  which  this  figurative 
language  may  be  taken,  is  national  emblems.  Taken 
in  this  sense,  the  prophet  could  hardly  have  used 
plainer  terms  to  describe  the  national  emblems  of  all 
the  republics  on  this  continent ;  for  all  of  them,  I  be¬ 
lieve,  without  one  exception,  have  chosen  the  shad¬ 
owing  wings  of  the  out-spread  Eagle  as  the  emblem  of 
their  several  nationalities.  [See  Appendix.  Note  B.] 
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As  collateral  to  the  proof,  pointed  and  direct,  al¬ 
ready  advanced,  showing  that  the  18th  chapter  of 
Isaiah  refers  to  America,  it  might  be  observed,  that 
this  prophet  is  particular  in  noticing  all  other  king¬ 
doms  and  countries  in  his  prophecies,  not  forgetting 
even  the  islands  of  the  seas.  And  hence,  it  might 
be  asked  with  great  propriety,  why  should  our  half 
of  the  world  be  overlooked  ?  There  is  a  special  fit¬ 
ness  in  this  inquiry,  too,  when  it  is  remembered  that 
Isaiah  is  called  the  evangelical  prophet,  because  he 
speaks  more  plainly  and  distinctly  of  Messiah’s  times, 
— the  times  in  which  America  was  discovered — than 
any  of  the  other  prophets  ;  and  that  America  is  des¬ 
tined  to  work  out  some  of  the  most  important  prob¬ 
lems  brought  to  light  by  the  Christian  religion,  those 
in  particular  that  relate  to  Slavery  and  the  rights  of 
man.  This  will  appear  still  more  evident,  when  we 
consider 

II.  The  commercial  traffic  of  the  land  shad¬ 
owing  WITH  WINGS,  WHICH  WAS  ESPECIALLY  OBNOX¬ 
IOUS  IN  THE  SIGHT  OF  GOD. 

The  matter  presented  in  the  second  verse  is  clearly 
alleged  as  the  reason  and  ground  of  the  woe  pro¬ 
nounced  against  the  land  shadowing  with  -wings. 
The  -whole  verse  reads  thus  : 

“  That  sendeth  embassadors  by  the  sea,  even  vessels  of  bul¬ 
rushes  upon  the  waters,  saying,  go,  ye  swift  messengers,  to  a 
nation  scattered  and  peeled,  to  a  people  terrible  from  their  be¬ 
ginning  hitherto  ;  a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  down,  whose 
land  the  rivers  have  spoiled  or,  as  the  margin  reads,  “  whose 
land  the  rivers  have  despised.” 

Now,  for  various  reasons  w'hich  will  be  given,  I 
believe  direct  reference  is  had  in  this  verse  to  the 
African  Slave  trade.  No  part  of  the  civilized  world 
has  been  so  largely  and  criminally  engaged  in  this 
iniquitious  traffic,  as  the  Western  Hemisphere,  This 
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commerce  in  the  souls  and  bodies  of  men  began  soon 
after  the  subjugation  of  South  America  by  the  Span¬ 
iards,  and  has  continued  in  practice,  more  or  less, 
unto  the  present  day.  No  horrors  of  human  suffer¬ 
ing,  no  crimes  in  the  dark  records  of  man’s  viola¬ 
tions  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  can  compare  with 
those  which  have  had  their  origin  in  this  infamous 
traffic. 

When  it  is  contemplated  that  “  American  Slavery 
is  the  vilest  system  of  oppression  that  ever  saw  the 
sun,”  and  that  between  this  “  sum  of  all  villainies  ” 
and  the  pure  humanitary  principles  of  Christianity, 
there  is  an  “  irrepressible  conflict,”  involving  not  only 
the  final  emancipation  of  four  millions  of  human  be¬ 
ings,  and  jeopardizing  the  permanence  of  one  of  the 
first  and  most  influential  human  governments  known 
on  the  earth,  but  also  rendering  it  problematical 
whether  there  is  a  real  divinity  in  the  Christian  re¬ 
ligion,  which  will  ultimately  overcome  and  destroy 
this  abomination  from  the  land  ;  I  say  when  these 
things  are  contemplated,  it  can  hardly  be  looked 
upon  as  presumptuous,  to  suppose  that  the  evangelical 
spirit  of  prophecy  possessed  by  Isaiah  would  be  deep¬ 
ly  interested  in  the  issue  of  this  irrepressible  conflict, 
and  would  so  exhibit  that  interest  in  the  figurative 
language  of  prediction,  that  the  men  who  fear  God 
and  work  righteousness  in  this  age  might  be  fore¬ 
warned  of  the  events  now  transpiring,  and  behold 
in  them  the  fulfillment  of  the  Divine  counsels. 

Our  first  reason  for  supposing  that  the  prophet 
speaks  of  the  slave-trade  in  the  passage  above  quoted, 
is,  that  he  describes  the  kind  of  vessels  employed  in 
this  traffic.  He  represents  them  as  light  draught, 
swift  sailing  vessels.  This  is  a  true  description  of  a 
successful  slaver.  “Vessels  of  bulrushes  ”  were  used 
to  navigate  the  shallow  waters  of  the  river  Nile  in 
J^gypt.  With  these  vessels  the  prophet,  no  doubt, 
was  familiar  ;  and  being  light  draught,  swift  sailing 
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vessels,  the  prophet  names  them  as  fitly  illustrating 
the  vessels  referred  to  in  the  text,  which  were  to  sail, 
not  on  the  Nile,  but  on  the  sea.  The  slave-trade  on 
this  continent  did  not  begin  in  private  speculation 
interdicted  by  law ;  on  the  contrary,  it  had  the  broad 
seal  of  the  head  of  government,  and  thus  assumed  all 
the  ostentation  of  a  national  commerce.  Hence, 
those  who  engaged  in  this  business  were  representa¬ 
tive  men,  acting  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of 
the  government.  Therefore, 

2d.  The  prophet  denominates  these  slave  mer¬ 
chants  “  ambassadors  ” — that  is,  representative  men. 
He  also  recognizes  the  source  of  their  authority,  by 
representing  “  the  land  shadowing  with  wings,”  as 
saying  to  these  ambassadors,  “  go,  ye  swift  messen¬ 
gers,  to  a  nation  scattered  and  peeled,”  &c.  Thus 
the  whole  land  became  involved  in  the  shame  and 
guilt  of  African  Slavery.  Hence,  the  woe  pronounced 
in  the  text  covers  the  whole  “land  shadowing  with 
wings.” 

Even  in  the  days  long  passed,  when  slavery  wore 
a  much  milder  form  than  it  does  in  our  day,  and 
when  it  was  considered,  by  slave-holders  themselves, 
nothing  short  of  downright  profanation  for  any  one 
to  claim  a  Divine  sanction  for  slavery,  Jefferson  said, 
“He  trembled  for  his  country,  when  he  remembered 
that  God  was  just,  and  that  his  justice  would  not 
sleep  forever.”  Yet,  the  iniquity  of  “  the  land  shad¬ 
owing  with  wings,”  which  caused  this  wise  statesman 
to  tremble  in  view  of  the  impending  wrath  of  Divine 
justice,  has  increased  with  the  years,  and  strength¬ 
ened  with  the  growth  of  the  nation. 

That  the  prophet,  in  the  second  verse  of  this  chap¬ 
ter,  refers  to  the  African  slave-trade,  I  think  is  evi¬ 
dent,  from  three  facts  which  he  names  in  the  verse, 
and  which,  let  it  be  remembered,  he  names  as  a  key 
to  his  meaning. 

1 .  He  distinguishes  the  country  to  which  the  mesh 
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sengers  are  sent,  by  describing  the  physical  character 
of  its  rivers.  These  messengers  were  sent  to  a  na¬ 
tion,  “  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,”  or,  as  the 
margin  reads,  “  whose  land  the  rivers  despise.”  A 
land  spoiled,  or  despised  by  its  rivers,  is  suggestive 
of  a  dry,  arid  country,  with  few,  if  any,  navigable 
rivers.  Now,  uo  part  of  the  known  world  answers 
this  description  so  fully  as  Africa.  This  country  lies 
immediately  under  the  equator,  the  fiery  track  of  the 
and  has  fewer  navigable  rivers  than  any  other 
geographical  division  of  the  globe.  I  use  but  the 
language  of  our  common  school  geographies,  when  I 
say,  “  that  the  climate  of  Africa  is  generally  hot  and 
dry — its  chief  defects  consist  in  the  irregularity  and 
scarcity  of  the  rains,  and  the  sudden  alternations  of 
its  temperature.  Africa  is  characterized  by  its  im¬ 
mense  deserts.  The  extensive  region  of  this  country, 
sometimes  called  Ethiopia,  is  almost  wholly  unknown, 
as  it  has  never  been  explored  by  the  white  man.” 
This  dry,  arid,  desert  character  of  Africa  is  expressed 
in  almost  one  word  by  the  prophet,  when  he  repre¬ 
sents  it  as  a  land  which  rivers  have  despised  ;  and  I 
repeat  again,  that  no  other  country  but  Africa  will 
answer  the  description  given  by  the  prophet. 

2.  The  prophet  gives  the  previous  history,  as  known 
to  him,  of  the  character  of  the  nation  whose  land  the 
rivers  had  spoiled.  They  were  “  a  people  terrible 
from  their  beginning  hitherto.”  This  was  literally 
true  of  the  descendants  of  Ham,  who  finally  peopled 
Africa.  “  Nimrod,  the  mighty  hunter  before  the 
Lord,”  was  the  grandson  of  Ham.  In  Gen.  x,  it  is 
said  of  him,  “  Nimrod  began  to  be  a  mighty  one  in 
the  earth.  He  was  a  mighty  hunter  before  the  Lord  ; 
wherefore  it  is  said,  even  as  Nimrod,  the  mighty 
hunter  before  the  Lord.  And  the  beginning  of  his 
kingdom  was  Babel,  and  Erech,  and  Accad,  and  Cal- 
neh,  in  the  land  of  Shinah.  Out  of  that  land  went 
forth  Asshur,  and  builded  Nineveh,  and  the  city  Re- 
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lioboth,  and  Calah,  and  Resen  between  Nineveh,  and 
Calali — the  same  is  a  great  city.” 

Speaking  of  Nimrod,  Dr.  Clarke  says,  “It  is  very 
likely  he  was  a  very  bad  man.  This  name,  Nimrod, 
comes  from  marad,  he  rebelled  ;  and  the  Targum,  in 
1  Chron.  i.  18,  says  :  ‘  Nimrod  began  to  be  a  mighty 
man  in  sin,  a  murderer  of  innocent  men,  and  a  rebel 
before  the  Lord.’  The  Jerusalem  Targum  says : 

‘  He  was  mighty  in  hunting  (or  in  prey)  and  in  sin 
before  God  ;  for  he  was  a  hunter  of  the  children  of 
men  in  their  languages  ;  and  he  said  unto  them,  de¬ 
part  from  the  religion  of  Shein  and  cleave  to  the  in¬ 
stitutions  of  Nimrod.’  The  Targum  of  Jonathan  ben 
Uzziel,  says  :  ‘  From  the  foundation  of  the  world 
none  was  ever  found  like  Nimrod — powerful  in  hunt¬ 
ing,  and  in  rebellion  against  the  Lord.’  The  Syriac 
calls  him  ‘  a  war-like  giant.’  The  word  which  we 
render  hunter,  signifies  prey,  and  is  applied  in  Scrip¬ 
ture  to  the  hunting  of  men,  by  persecution,  oppres¬ 
sion  and  tyranny.  See  Jer.  xvi.  16,  Lam.  iii.  52, 
and  iv.  18,  Prov.  i.  17,  18,  Zeph.  iii.  6.  Hence,  it  is 
likely  that  Nimrod,  having  acquired  power,  used  it 
in  tyranny  and  oppression  ;  and  by  rapine  and  vio¬ 
lence  founded  that  domination,  which  was  the  first 
distinguished  by  the  name  of  a  kingdom  on  the  face  of 
the  earth.  How  many  kingdoms  have  been  founded 
in  the  same  way,  in  various  ages  and  nations,  from 
that  time  to  the  present  year  1810  ?  From  the  Nim- 
rods  of  the  earth,  God  deliver  the  world  !”  Watson 
calls  Nimrod  “  a  mighty  persecutor  before  Jehovah.” 
Such  was  “  the  terribleness  of  the  people  from  their 
beginning,”  now  known  as  Africans.  The.  original 
founders  of  Calneh,  Nineveh,  Babylon,  and  the  most 
celebrated  empires  of  antiquity. 

Speaking  of  Africa,  Mitchell,  in  his  Ancient  Geo¬ 
graphy,  says :  “  Ethiopia  was  an  extensive  division 
of  Africa.  In  remote  times  it  was  a  populous  and  civ 
Uized  country.  Egypt  was  not  only  conquered  from 
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hence,  but  is  believed  to  have  derived,  also,  the  original 
of  those  arts  and  institutions  which  have  rendered  her 
name  so  celebrated.  Africa  was,  nest  to  Asia,  the 
earliest  settled  portion  of  the  globe.  Its  inhabitants 
were  the  descendants  of  Ham,  the  youngest  son  of 
Noah  ;  and  though  it  became  the  seat  of  some  of  the 
most  civilized  and  improved  States  of  ancient  times, 
it  is  now  the  least  known,  and  the  most  barbarous 
part  of  the  earth  or,  in  the  more  expressive  words 
of  the  prophet,  Mitchel  might  have  said,  “  The  de¬ 
scendants  of  Ham  were  a  people  terrible  from  their 
beginning  hitherto,”  but  now  “  a  nation  scattered  and 
peeled — a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden  down.” 

Isaiah  speaks  of  the  nation  “  whose  land  the  rivers 
had  spoiled,”  as  being  “  terrible  from  their  beginning 
hitherto  ” — that  is,  up  to  his  times.  But  as  to  their 
future,  he  saw,  in  his  prophetic  vision,  that  they 
would  become — 

3dly.  “  A  people  scattered  and  peeled — a  nation 
meted  out  and  trodden  down.”  Now,  whatever  may 
be  said  of  other  nations  who  have  arisen  since  the 
days  of  Isaiah,  as  being  probably  intended  by  these 
words  of  the  prophet,  it  is  most  literally  true  of  the 
descendants  of  Ham,  who  founded  the  first  great  em¬ 
pires  of  the  world,  and  who  gave  to  Egypt  “  those 
arts  and  institutions  which  have  rendered  her  name 
so  celebrated,”  that  they  have  become  “  a  nation 
scattered  and  peeled — a  nation  meted  out  and  trod¬ 
den  down.” 

In  vain  may  we  search  the  annals  of  history  to  find 
a  nation  which  has  been,  and  is  still,  more  cruel¬ 
ly  peeled  and  scattered,  and  meted  out  and  trodden 
down,  than  the  African  race.  On  this  point  the  facts 
are  so  well  known,  it  would  seem  almost  superfluous 
to  write  more.  Not  only  in  Africa,  under  the  rule 
of  petty  tyrants,  who  live  by  making  bloody  wars 
upon  each  other,  and  selling  their  prisoners  to  the 
slave-traders,  but  all  over  this  continent,  and  in  the 
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isles  of  the  sea,  they  are,  as  a  race,  scattered  and 
peeled  of  all  the  rights  belonging  to  humanity.  They 
are,  emphatically,  meted  out  to  ignorance,  degradar 
tion  and  life-long  drudgery.  They  are  trodden  down 
into  the  deepest  hell  of  human  oppression.  They  are, 
in  a  word,  the  helpless  victims  of  “  the  sum  of  all 
villainies.”  I  challenge  the  reader  to  fix  his  mind, 
if  he  can,  upon  any  nation  which  has  ever  existed,  to 
to  whom  these  words  of  the  prophet  are  more  clearly 
and  significantly  applicable,  than  they  are  to  the 
present  condition  of  the  African  race. 

III.  We  are  called  upon  to  notice  God’s  atti¬ 
tude  TOWARD  THE  LAND  SHADOWING  WITH  WINGS,  IN 
VIEW  OF  ITS  DIABOLICAL  TRAFFIC  IN  HUMAN  BEINGS. 

Third  and  fourth  verses  : 

“  All  ye  inhabitants  of  the  world,  and  dwellers  on  the  earth, 
see  ye,  when  he  lifteth  up  an  ensign  on  the  mountains  ;  and 
when  he  bloweth  a  trumpet,  hear  yet.  For  so  the  Lord  said 
unto  me.  I  will  take  my  rest,  and  I  will  consider  in  my  dwelling 
place,  like  a  clear  heat  upon  herbs,  and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in 
the  heat  of  harvest.” 

In  harmony  with  the  exegesis  we  have  adopted 
concerning  the  import  of  this  prophecy,  I  understand 
by  the  ensign  on  the  mountains,  the  Cross  of  Christ, 
the  religion  of  the  Cross,  or  Christianity.  Tn  Isaiah 
xi.  10,  our  prophet  uses  this  identical  metaphor  to 
describe  the  Christian  religion.  “And  in  that  day 
there  shall  be  a  root  of  Jesse,  which  shall  stand  as 
an  ensign  of  the  people  ;  to  it  shall  the  Gentiles  seek.” 
It  may  truly  be  affirmed,  that  the  Christian  religion, 
like  an  ensign  on  the  mountains,  has  .been  displayed 
in  all  its  truthfulness  and  practicability  to  the  minds 
of  the  American  people,  both  North  and  South. 

I  also  understand  by  the  trumpet  the  full  proclama¬ 
tion  of  the  Gospel,  especially  its  principles  of  humanity 
and  freedom,  together  with  its  uncompromising  utter¬ 
ances  of  condemnation  against  all  forms  of  oppression. 
This  metaphor  was  suggested  to  the  mind  of  the 
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prophet,  no  doubt,  by  the  use  of  the  trumpet  in  the 
Jubilee.  “  Thou  shalt  cause  the  trumpet  of  the  Jubi¬ 
lee  to  sound  and  proclaim  liberty  throughout  all  the 
land,  unto  all  the  inhabitants  thereof.”  With  this 
use  of  the  trumpet  Isaiah  was  familiar.  Hence,  in 
Is.  58,  our  prophet  gives  this  direction  to  those  who 
are  commissioned  to  publish  God’s  fast.  “  Cry  aloud, 
spare  not ;  lift  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet,  and  show 
my  people  their  transgressions,  and  the  house  of  Jacob 
their  sins.  Is  not  this  the  fast  that  I  have  chosen,  to 
lose  the  bands  of  wickedness,  to  undo  the  heavy  bur¬ 
dens,  and  to  let  the  oppressed  go  free,  and  that  ye 
break  every  yoke  ?”  In  no  land  or  nation  has  God, 
through  the  trumpet  of  the  Gospel,  so  fully  and  clear¬ 
ly  proclaimed  the  principles  of  human  freedom,  as  he 
has  done  in  this  land.  In  this  respect,  God  has  at¬ 
tracted  the  earnest  attention  of  “  the  inhabitants  of 
the  world  and  dwellers  on  the  earth,”  especially  to 
“  the  land  shadowing  with  wings.”  So  clearly  is  this 
prediction  illustrated  in  our  history  as  a  nation,  that 
we  are  accustomed  to  say,  “  the  eyes  of  the  nations 
are  fixed  upon  us,”  because  in  this  last  refuge  of  civil 
freedom,  the  great  problems  of  human  equality  and 
free  institutions  are  being  worked  out  to  their  legit¬ 
imate  results. 

With  the  Divine  verities  of  Christianity  as  an  en¬ 
sign  on  the  mountains,  and  with  the  proclamation  of 
its  free  principles  sounded  throughout  the  whole 
land  as  in  trumpet  tones,  God  is  bearing  witness  in 
the  eyes  and  hearing  of  “  the  dwellers  on  the  earth  ” 
against  the  hypocrisy  of  this  nation’s  worship,-  while 
it  continues  to  scatter  and  peel,  and  tread  down  and 
mete  out  to  interminable  slavery,  millions  of  “  the 
nation  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled.” 

Again,  when  God  says  :  “  I  will  take  my  rest, 

and  consider  in  my  dwelling  place  like  a  clear  heat 
upon  herbs,  and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in  the  heat  of 
harvest,”  I  understand  a  Divine  assurance  given, 
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that  God  would  exercise  a  merciful  and  gracious 
Providence  over  “  the  land  shadowing  with  wings.” 
Thus,  when  he  says, “  he  will  take  his  rest,”  the  land 
should  not  be  visited  with  any  extraordinary,  or 
Divine  judgments.  (Compare  Is.  xviii.  4  and  Is. 
xxviii.  21.)  And  when  he  says,  “  he  will  consider 
in  his  dwelling  place  like  a  clear  heat  upon  herbs, 
and  like  a  cloud  of  dew  in  the  heat  of  harvest 
“  The  land  shadowing  with  wings  ”  should  be  sup¬ 
plied  abundantly  with  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  and  the 
increase  of  the  harvest.  (Compare  Is.  xviii.  4  with 
2  Sami,  xxiii.  4.) 

Thus  the  land  should  be  not  only  favored  with  a 
system  of  religion,  the  purest  and  best,  the  principles 
of  which  would  be  as  clearly  seen  by  all  as  they  could 
see  an  ensign  on  the  mountains,  and  with  a  gospel  of 
freedom  as  distinctly  heard  and  understood  as  the 
sound  of  a  trumpet ;  but  in  addition,  it  should  enjoy 
all  those  natural  facilities  required  to  work  out  the 
glorious  destiny  of  a  free  and  Christian  nation. 

This  part  of  the  prophecy  has  been  most  literally 
fulfilled  in  our  history.  So  rich  in  all  blessings  have 
we  been — so  ample  our  supply  of  all  the  essential  ele¬ 
ments  of  national  greatness  and  goodness — that  God 
might  well  ask  concerning  us,  as  he  did  concerning 
Judah,  “What  could  have  been  done  more  to  my 
vineyard,  that  I  have  not  done  in  it  ?  Wherefore, 
when  I  looked  that  it  should  bring  forth  grapes, 
brought  it  forth  wild  grapes.”  Is.  v.  4.  “Woe  to 
the  land  shadowing  with  wings  ;”  for  while  God  has 
dealt  bountifully  with  us  in  all  mercies  and  favors, 
we  “  have  dealt  by  oppression.”  “  The  people  of  the 
land  have  used  oppression,  and  exercised  robbery, 
and  have  vexed  the  poor  and  needy  ;  yea,  they  have 
oppressed  the  stranger  wrongfully.” 

We  are  led, 
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IY.  To  CONTEMPLATE  THE  PUNISHMENT  THREATENED 
AGAINST  THE  LAND  SHADOWING  WITH  WINGS,  FOR  ITS 
ATROCIOUS  OPPRESSION  OF  THE  PEOPLE  “  WHOSE  LAND 
THE  RIVERS  HAVE  SPOILED.” 

The  punishment  threatened  against  this  land  is 
thus  set  forth  in  most  choice  and  beautiful  metaphors, 
the  usual  language  of  the  prophets. 

“  For  afore  the  harvest,  when  the  bud  is  perfect,  and  the  sour 
grape  is  ripening  in  the  flower,  he  shall  both  cnt  off  the  sprigs 
with  pruning  hooks,  and  take  away  and  cut  down  the  branches.” 

In  this  passage,  as  I  believe,  the  prophet  more  es¬ 
pecially  speaks  of  the  United  States  as  a  portion  of 
“  the  land  shadowing  with  wings.”  I  think  this  is 
so  for  two  reasons.  1st.  The  prophet  changes  the 
metaphor  from  “  shadowing  wings,”  to  a  vine  hang¬ 
ing  with  clusters  of  grapes  ripening  to  the  harvest. 
When  such  changes  are  made  in  prophetic  writing, 
there  is  usually  a  change  of  subjects  also.  2d.  The 
metaphor  used  in  this  passage,  as  I  view  it  and  ex¬ 
plain  it,  applies  in  every  particular  to  the  United 
States. 

The  first  point  named  by  the  prophet  in  this  pas¬ 
sage,  is  the  time  when  the  punishment  threatened 
would  be  inflicted.  “  Afore  the  harvest,  when  the 
bud  is  perfect,  and  the  sour  grape  is  ripening  in  the 
flower.”  That  is,  the  land  threatened  should  be  pun¬ 
ished  before  it  would  be  permitted  to  gather  the 
harvest  of  its  national  maturity,  and  while  it  was  as 
it  were  approaching  the  point  of  full  national  great¬ 
ness. 

Secondly.  In  allusion  to  the  mode  of  cultivating 
the  vine,  the  prophet  informs  us  very  distinctly  what 
kind  of  punishment  would  be  visited  upon  this  land. 
“  He  shall  both  cut  off  the  sprigs  with  pruning  hooks, 
and  take  away  and  cut  down  the  brandies.”  Here 
"observe,  1st.  The  vine  was  not  to  be  destroyed  ;  for 
no  mention  is  made  either  of  trampling  or  cutting  it 
down,  or  plucking  it  up  by  the  roots,  Observe,  2d. 
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Sprigs  and  branches  only  were  to  be  cut  off,  and  this 
through  the  process  of  pruning,  implying  necessarily 
the  cutting  off  of  such  sprigs  and  branches  only  as 
endangered  the  healthful  growth  of  the  vine. 

Thirdly.  The  prophet  also  informs  us  what  kind  of 
instruments  should  be  employed  in  cutting  off  the 
sprigs  and  branches.  He  names  pruning  hooks. 
Now,  it  is  remarkable  that  pruning  hooks  are  always 
used  in  prophetic  writings  as  emblems  of  peace — 
never  of  war.  (See  Is.  ii.  4  ;  Joel  iii.  10  ;  Micah. 
iv.  3.)  With  this  clear  understanding  of  the  proph¬ 
et’s  language,  we  are  led  to  inquire,  if  the  points 
thus  distinctly  made  in  this  prediction  find  parallels 
as  distinctly  drawn  in  our  history  as  a  nation.  Be¬ 
lieving,  as  I  do,  that  this  vine  of  the  prophet’s  vision 
means  the  United  States  of  America,  I  look  upon  the 
woeful  Crisis  through  which  we  are  now  passing,  as 
the  Woe  pronounced  in  this  prophecy  against  the 
land  shadowing  with  wings — a  Crisis  which,  though 
mainly  falling  upon  the  United  States,  must,  in  the 
end,  seriously  affect  all  the  Republics  in  “  the  land 
shadowing  with  wings,”  if,  indeed,  it  does  not  revolu¬ 
tionize  their  several  forms  of  governments,  and  alter 
entirely  their  diplomatic  relations.  My  reasons  for 
this  belief  will  be  seen  in  what  follows  : 

1.  The  prophet  represents  the  Woe  as  coming  upon 
the  land,  while  as  yet  its  institutions  were  in  a  state 
of  immaturity.  Now,  it  will  be  remembered,  that 
the  present  Crisis,  which  has  thus  far  resulted  in  the 
actual  dismemberment  of  several  of  the  States  of  this 
Union,  has  fallen  upon  us  while  we  were  in  a  state 
of  comparative  national  immaturity.  This  statement 
cannot  be  controverted.  Our  national  resources,  of 
wealth,  education,  commerce,  and  political  perma¬ 
nence,  though  giving  promise  of  a  full  harvest  in  a 
few  years,  were  as  yet  but  passing  through  the  pro¬ 
cess  of  development.  This  “Woe”  came  upon  us 
while  our  institutions  “  were  ripening  in  the  flower.” 
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2.  In  the  vision  of  the  prophet,  the  sprigs  were 
first  eut  off,  and  then  the  branches  were  cut  off  and 
taken  away.  Now,  these  sprigs  and  branches,  as  I 
read  this  prophecy,  represent  the  political  parties 
and  seceded  States  of  the  South.  It  will  be  remem¬ 
bered  as  a  fact  of  history,  that  immediately  prior  to 
the  actual  secession  of  the  Southern  States,  the  polit¬ 
ical  parties  of  the  South,  which  had  so  long  and  wick¬ 
edly  managed  the  affairs  of  our  government,  were, 
by  the  verdict  of  the  nation  expressed  at  the  ballot 
box  last  November,  suddenly  cut  off  as  a  controling 
power  over  our  national  interests.  And  that  vote 
meant  more  to  these  parties  than  an  ordinary  elec¬ 
tion  defeat.  It  cut  off  all  hope  of  their  ever  regain¬ 
ing  their  former  political  ascendency.  So  at  the 
North  we  believed,  when  the  result  of  that  election 
were  announced.  And  the  South  ever  since  has 
acted  fully  up  to  this  belief.  The  vote  that  thus  cut 
off  these  parties,  in  effect,  also  cut  off  the  Southern 
States.  For,  from  that  hour,  their  adhesion  to  the 
General  Government  ceased,  and  they  soon  after 
seceded  ;  or,  in  the  words  of  this  prophecy  concern¬ 
ing  the  branches,  ‘Avere  taken  away.” 

3.  Contemplating  the  “  Woe”  pronounced ^in  this 
prophecy,  and  the  reason  of  it,  together  with  the  ob¬ 
jects  upon  whom  this  “  Woe”  should  more  especially 
fall,  I  advance  the  following  considerations,  as  hav¬ 
ing  not  only  a  logical,  but  a  moral  force  in  them,  sus¬ 
taining  the  construction  we  have  put  upon  this  proph¬ 
ecy  :  It  will  be  remarked,  that  the  sprigs  and 
branches  of  our  national  vine,  which  have  been 
pruned  from  the  parent  stock,  were  those  who,  ever 
since  the  Government  began,  have  been  unceasing, 
cruel  and  remorseless  in  their  efforts  to  foster,  spread 
and  perpetuate  the  enslavement  of  “  the  scattered 
and  peeled  people.”  These  Parties  and  States  had 
become  incurably  diseased  with  the  sin  of  oppressing 
the  “  meted  out  and  trodden  down  nation.”  From 
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the  moral  of  this  prophecy,  therefore,  it  would  seem 
but  just  and  proper  to  infer,  that  the  woe  pronounced 
by  the  prophet,  and  executed  by  God’s  pruning  hooks, 
should  be  especially  visited  upon  these  corrupt  and 
corrupting  sprigs  and  branches  of  our  national  vine. 
Whether  this  prophecy  is  thus  fulfilled  or  not,  the 
coincidence  is  certainly  remarkable,  that  meets  not 
only  the  letter,  but  the  spirit  also  of  the  prophecy  in 
the  now  transpiring  events  of  this  nation. 

The  prophet’s  vine  was  destined  to  undergo  a  se¬ 
vere  pruning  ;  but,  in  the  end,  the  vine  itself  would 
be  the  better  for  the  operation.  So,  also,  is  it  true 
of  our  national  vine.  It  may,  for  a  time,  have  to 
bleed  at  the  wounds  occasioned  by  the  severance 
from  it  of  those  sprigs  and  brandies — the  avenues 
of  business  and  trade  may  be  obstructed — peace  may 
flee  the  land,  and  civil  war  ensue  ;  but,  as  I  am  led 
to  infer,  the  United  States  will  be  purified,  and  more 
permanently  established  by  the  process  of  pruning 
through  which  God  in  his  wise  providence  is  now 
causing  the  nation  to  pass.  So  all  men  believe  who 
have  faith  in  freedom,  faith  in  humanity,  faith  in 
truth,  and  faith  in  the  Infinite  One. 

4.  The  instruments  employed  in  the  excision  of 
the  sprigs  and  branches  of  Isaiah’s  metaphorical  vine 
were  pruning  hooks,  the  peace  emblems  of  prophetic 
language.  These,  too,  find  their  exact  parallel  in  the 
events  of  the  present  Crisis.  Although  we  are  at 
present  in  a  state  of  civil  war — the  kind  of  wars 
which  usually  terminate  in  the  overthrow  of  political 
Parties,  and  in  the  dismemberment  of  States — yet  it 
is  a  remarkable  fact,  belonging  to  the  history  of  this 
Crisis,  that  the  sprigs  and  branches  of  our  national 
vine  were  cut  off  from  the  parent  stock  by  peaceful 
means.  The  propagandists  of  slavery,  as  a  political 
power  in  this  nation,  were  not  cut  off  by  any  war  or 
violence  whatever,  but  they  were  cut  off  by  the  moral 
pruning  hooks  of  God— the  honest  votes  of  freemerp 
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This  all-important  event,  and,  as  I  believe,  fulfillment 
of  this  prophecy,  occurred  at  the  last  Presidential 
election. 

It  may  also  be  said  of  the  seceded  States,  the  great 
agricultural  branches  of  our  national  vine,  that  they 
were  not  cut  off  by  any  act  of  war  or  violence  com¬ 
mitted  upon  their  constitutional  rights,  either  by  the 
Federal  Government  or  the  party  now  in  power. 
Nay,  at  the  very  moment  the  work  of  secession  was 
in  full  operation  at  the  South,  a  national  peace  conven¬ 
tion  was  in  session  at  the  North.  Congress  Avas  also 
at  the  time  deliberating  on  measures  of  peace  and 
compromise.  No  proclamation  of  war — no  requisi¬ 
tion  for  troops  had  been  made  ,  by  the  Executive. 
On  the  contrary,  the  Government  Avas  on  its  knees, 
begging  of  the  South  the  poor  privilege  to  feed  her 
famished  garrisons  at  Fort  Sumter  and  at  Fort  Pick¬ 
ens.  And  to  crown  all,  the  most  thoroughly  pro¬ 
slavery  administration  that  ever  cursed  the  country 
Avas  in  power.  Such  was  the  peaceful  attitude  of  the 
Federal  Government  when  the  Southern  States  se¬ 
ceded. 

The  truth  is,  God’s  pruning  hooks  last  Autumn,  in 
cutting  off  the  sprigs,  cut  off  also  the  branches.  For 
it  is  a  moral  certainty,  that  that  \x>te  was  indicative 
to  the  South  of  an  increased  anti-slavery  sentiment 
at  the  North,  Avhich  would  ultimately  culminate  in 
an  irresistible  demand  by  the  National  Government 
for  the  entire  abolition  of  slavery  in  all  the  States. 
The  South,  thus  seeing  that  all  hope  of  perpetuating 
slavery  through  the  agency  of  the  General  Govern¬ 
ment  was  cut  off,  had  no  other  alternative  left  but 
to  take  themselves  away  out  of  the  Government ; 
or,  in  other  words,  to  secede.  It  will  be  perceived, 
too,  that  Avhile  these  States  were  cut  off  by  peaceful 
means,  they  have  passed  through  the  precise  process 
described  by  the  prophet.  For,  of  the  sprigs,  lie 
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simply  says,  they  were  “  cut  off but  of  the  branches 
he  says,  they  were  “  cut  off  and  taken  away.” 

The  next  scene  to  which  our  attention  is  invited, 
is  the  disposition  God  would  make  of  the  branches 
thus  “cut  off  and  taken  away.”  The  prophet  says, 
verse  6, — 

“  They  shall  be  left  together  unto  the  fowls  of  the  mountains, 
and  to  the  beasts  of  the  earth.  And  the  fowls  shall  summer  up¬ 
on  them,  and  all  the  beasts  of  the  earth  shall  winter  upon 
them.” 

In  our  construction  of  this  entire  prophecy  thus 
far  considered,  we  think  we  have  clearly  shown  that 
the  events  predicted  have  actually  transpired,  and 
are  now  facts  of  history.  And  in  the  course  of  our 
investigation,  we  have  been  brought  down  to  the  pres¬ 
ent  period  in  the  history  of  our  Government.  It  is, 
therefore,  evident  that  the  matters  predicted  in  the 
above  passage  have  not  yet  come  to  pass,  and  hence 
are  still  in  the  future.  The  passage,  on  this  account, 
will  be  more  difficult  to  explain.  Although  this  is 
the  case,  yet,  having  traced  the  meaning  of  this 
prophecy  up  to  the  present  time,  we  shall  be  the  bet¬ 
ter  able  to  conjecture  what  is  the  signification  of 
those  portions  of  it  still  remaining  to  be  fulfilled. 

The  first  thing  noticeable  in  this  passage  is,  that 
the  branches  are  not  to  be  again  ingrafted  into  the 
parent  stock.  “  They  shall  he  left  together 

Knowing  the  present  hostile  attitude  of  the  seceded 
States  to  the  Federal  Government— -the  earnestness 
of  purpose  which  has  characterized  all  their  secession 
movements  to  throw  off  all  the  control  of  our  Gov- 
eanment — the  vast  amount  of  men  and  means  which 
they  have  invested  in  the  war  they  are  now  waging 
against  the  North  —  and  the  deadly  hatred  that 
rankles  in  the  bosom  of  the  Southerners  against  all 
that  is  Northern  or  Yankee knowing  all  this,  it 
would  be  insane  to  suppose,  however  this  war  may 
terminate,  that  the  South  will  ever  again  be  brought 
back  to  its  former  allegiance  to  the  United  States. 
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Thus  the  most  probable  issues  of  the  future  respect¬ 
ing  the  severed  branches  of  our  national  vine  verify 
the  prediction  of  the  prophet,  that  “  they  shall  he  left  ” 
as  they  were  cut  off,  separate,  no  more  as  branches 
to  be  re  united  with  the  parent  stock. 

The  second  thing  noticeable  in  this  passage  is,  that 
these  severed  branches  will  not  be  left  to  themselves. 
The  Southern  Confederate  States  will  never  be  able 
to  establish  themselves  into  an  independent  Govern¬ 
ment.  “They  shall  be  left  together  unto  the  fowls 
of  the  mountains,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  earth.”  It 
will  be  impossible  for  the  South  to  maintain  an  inde¬ 
pendent  national  position.  There  is  nothing  in  the 
present  circumstances  of  the  seceded  States  which 
will  justify  the  expectation  that  they  will  ever  take 
their  place  as  a  nation  among  the  powers  of  the 
earth.  Destitute  of  all  efficient  help,  or  even  sympa¬ 
thy  in  any  quarter  from  abroad — destitute  even  of 
the  shadow  of  a  navy,  and  yet  blockaded  in  all  their 
ports  ;  no  market  for  their  cotton,  tobacco  and  su¬ 
gar — the  staple  products  of  their  soil — the  only  source 
of  their  wealth,  and  hence,  no  returns  in  money  to 
to  reimburse  their  wasted  treasuries  ;  no  materials 
or  mechanical  skill  to  clothe  and  shoe  even  their  own 
soldiery — for  they  have  hitherto  depended  upon  the 
North  for  such  things — but  now  are  cut  off  from  this 
resource. — Having  within  their  own  borders  four 
millions  of  human  beings  whom  they  have,  by  speech¬ 
less  wrongs,  converted  into  the  worst  of  enemies,  and 
over  whom  they  must  watch  by  day  and  by  night  as 
with  a  standing  army,  lest  these  wronged  millions 
break  out  into  insurrections  and  spread  the  land  with 
ruin  and  death  ; — menaced  on  all  the  borders  of  their 
territory  by  a  Government  that  can  vastly  out-num¬ 
ber  them  in  men,  and  means,  and  munitions  of  war. 
Add  to  all  this  the  fact  that  the  South  has  committed 
crimes  against  the  lives,  and  property,  and  commerce 
of  the  North,  which  nations  never  can  forgive,  and 
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which  they  never  have  forgiven,  and  to  redress  which 
must  cover  the  lands  of  the  South  with  all  the  deso¬ 
lations  and  horrors  of  war— and  that  these  crimes 
cannot  remain  unredressed. 

And  finally,  considering  the  relation  subsisting 
between  the  United  States  and  all  foreign  govern¬ 
ments,  that  they  must  break  peace  with  this  govern¬ 
ment  and  thus  inaugurate  war,  if  they  give  assistance 
to  the  South  in  this  rebellion,  or  acknowledge  their 
independence.  Now,  with  all  these  odds  against 
them,  I  ask,  how  is  it  possible  for  the  South  to  main¬ 
tain  its  present  position,  or  to  gain  an  independent 
national  existence  ? 

Furthermore,  the  blockading  of  the  Southern  ports, 
shutting  out  thereby  all  foreign  merchandize,  and  pre¬ 
venting  the  exportation  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  must, 
in  a  little  while,  so  seriously  affect  the  commercial 
and  manufacturing  interests  of  the  different  powers 
of  the  earth,  as  to  bring  those  powers  and  the  United 
States  Government  to  some  mutual  terms  of  under¬ 
standing,  by  which  the  seceded  States  will,  doubtless, 
in  some  way,  be  divided  among  them.  If  this  event 
should  transpire — and  certainly  the  present  aspect  of 
occurrences  render  it  one  of  the  probabilities  of  the 
future — then  the  prediction  of  our  prophet  will  be 
verified,  when  he  represents  the  severed  branches  of 
our  national  vine  as  being  “  left  to  the  fowls  of  the 
mountains,  and  to  the  beasts  of  the  earth or,  in 
other  words,  to  the  Eagles  of  France  and  the  Eagles 
of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Bear  of  Russia  and 
the  Lion  of  England.  I  leave  this  point  with  the 
solitary  remark,  that  these  fowls  and  beasts  will  per¬ 
petually  devour  or  absorb  the  Southern  Confederacy  ; 
for  they  will  “  summer  and  winter  upon  them.” 

Y.  We  are  informed  what  shall  be  the  effect 

OF  THESE  EVENTS  ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  PEOPLE  IN  THIS 
LAND  WHO  ARE  “  METED  OUT  AND  TRODDEN  DOWN.” 

In  the  last  verse  of  this  prophecy  we  are  told  that, 
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In  that  time  shall  the  present  be  brought  unto  the  Lord  of 
hosts  of  a  people  scattered  and  peeled,  and  of  a  people  tei’rible 
from  their  beginning  hitherto — a  nation  meted  out  and  trodden 
under  foot,  whose  land  the  rivers  have  spoiled,  to  the  place  of 
the  name  of  the  Lord  of  hosts,  the  Mount  Zion.” 

The  matters  predicted  in  this  passage  are  the 
crowning  events  of  this  wonderful  prophecy.  In  it 
we  are  told  that  at  the  time  the  events  predicted  oc¬ 
cur,  the  people  of  this  land  who  have  been  “  meted 
out  and  trodden,”  the  sons  of  Africa, i!  whose  land 
the  rivers  have  spoiled,”  “shall  bring  a  present  unto 
the  Lord  of  hosts  ” — that  is,  shall  bring  an  offering  of 
thanksgiving.  And  truly,  the .  slaves  of  this  land 
will  have  great  reason  and  occasion  to  give  thanks 
unto  the  Lord  of  hosts  when  the  things  predicted  in 
this  prophecy  come  to  pass  ;  for  the  evolvement  of 
these  events  must  destroy  slavery. 

Observe — this  offering  is  to  be  presented  unto  “  the 
Lord  of  hosts”  on  the  altars  of  the  Christian  Church. 
For  it  is  to  be  brought  “  unto  the  place  of  the  name  of 
the  Lord  of  hosts,  unto  the  Mount  Zion.”  This  is  a 
compliment  justly  due  the  Christian  Church  ;  for, 
while  everywhere  else  the  slave’s  rights,  as  a  human 
being,  have  been  ignored,  yet,  within  her  sheltering 
courts  he  found  an  asylum  of  relief  during  the’starless 
night  of  his  woe.  Though  elsewhere  they  were  ex¬ 
tinguished,  God  never  permitted  the  fires  of  freedom 
to  go  entirely  out  on  the  altars  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Never  have  the  watch-towers  of  the  Chris¬ 
tian  Church  been  wanting  in  some  brave  prophet, 
who,  in  the  name  of  God,  fearlessly  “  proclaimed  lib¬ 
erty  throughout  the  land,  unto  all  the  inhabitants 
thereof.” 

But  will  the  present  Crisis — the  “Woe”  of  this 
prophecy — result  in  emancipation?  What  are  the 
signs  of  the  times  on  this  point  ?  Are  there  any  rea¬ 
sonable  indications  in  the  present  position  of  parties, 
and  occurring  events,  which  will  justify  the  interpre¬ 
tation  we  put  upon  the  closing  scenes  of  this  prophe- 
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cy  ?  In  reply  to  these  inquiries,  I  present  the  follow¬ 
ing  answers,  gathered  from  the  papers  of  the  day  : 

The  Washington  correspondent  of  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Press  says : 

“  Our  most  conservative  men,  who  have  hitherto  believed  that 
our  difficulties  would  be  all  settled  without  affecting  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  slavery,  are  now  freely  expressing  th«ir  solemn  convic¬ 
tion  that  slavery  will  be  swept  from  the  country,  not  as  one  of 
the  primary  objects,  but  as  one  of  the  inevitable  consequences 
of  the  war.  Already  around  Fortress  Monroe  the  slaves  are  freed 
by  their  owners  seceding  from  their  own  estates,  and  leaving 
their  slaves  to  take  care  of  themselves.  As  the  Union  army  ad¬ 
vances,  the  slave  power  will  dissolve  before  it  as  snow  before 
the  meridian  sun.’’ 

That  hitherto  conservative  journal,  Harper's  Week¬ 
ly,  for  August  Blst,  has  the  following  editorial  re¬ 
marks  : 

“  When  the  Government  was  forced  to  take  up  arms,  it  did  so 
to  defend  its  own  integrity — not  to  destroy  slavery.  Of  course,  a 
great  many  thoughtful  persons  then  saw,  as  the  great  body  of  citizens 
now  see,  that  one  of  the  results  of  the  war  thrust  by  slavery 
upon  the  country  will  be  emancipation.  In  what  precise  way 
that  result  will  be  reached,  no  man  can  say.'’ 

The  New  York  Herald,  always  pro-slavery,  except 
when  it  is  forced  to  be  something  else,  has  in  its  edito¬ 
rial  for  April  20th,  the  following : 

“  We  must  also  admonish  the  people  of  Maryland,  that  we  ol 
the  North  have  the  common  right  of  way  through  their  State  to 
our  National  Capital.  But  let  her  join  the  revolutionists,  and 
her  substance  will  be  devoured  by  our  Northern  legions  as  by  an 
Arabian  cloud  of  locusts,  and  her  slave  population  icill  disappear  in 
a  single  campaign. 

“  A  Northern  invasion  of  Virginia  and  of  Kentucky,  if  neces¬ 
sary,  carrying  along  with  it  the  Canadian  line  of  African  Freedom, 
as  it  must  do  from  the  very  nature  of  civil  war,  will  produce  a 
powerful  Union  reaction.  The  Slave  population  of  the  Boeder 
States  will  be  moved  in  two  directions.  One  branch  of  it, 
without  the  masters,  will  mote  Northward,  and  the  other 
branch,  with  the  masters,  will  be  moved  Southward,  so  that  by 
the  time  a  Northern  Army  will  have  penetrated  to  the  centre  of 
the  Border  Slave  States,  they  will  be  relieved  of  the  sub¬ 
stance  AND  ABSTRACT  RIGHTS  OF  SLAVE  PROPERTY  FOR  ALL  TIME  TO 
COME. 

“  Finally,  the  revolted  States,  having  appealed  to  the  sword  of 
revolution  to  redress  their  wrongs,  may  soon  have  to  choose  be- 


